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WOMENSWEAR

Drapers spoke to 50 independents about their women’s mainstream fashion business for the week ending May 30. Brands and styles mentioned in the lists, including the Top 10 and Top 5, are ranked when mentioned by five or more retailers 

mainstream 
Trade in the mainstream womenswear market is not looking too bad for the majority of retailers. Of the 
indies polled, 48% told Drapers that sales were up like for like and the total week’s takings were up 0.5%. 
Joseph Ribkoff topped the dress chart, while summer twin sets fell out of favour.

Top 10 
Best-selling brands of the week

1	 Olsen
2	 Gerry Weber
3	 Basler
4	 Crea Concept
5	 Pomodoro
6	 Gold
7	 Emreco
8	 Oui Moments
9	 Steilmann
10	 Apanage

Top 5
Best-selling categories of the week

1	 Shirts
2	 Linen trousers
3	 Cropped trousers
4	 Dresses
5	 Tops

Top 5
Best-selling dress brands of the week

1	 Joseph Ribkoff
2	 Apanage
3	 Gold
4	 Pomodoro
5	 Delmod 

To read the latest 
womenswear news, visit 
www.drapersonline.com/
news/womenswear

We’re satisfied 
with our buy but 
should have got 
more T-shirts and 
cheaper items
Susan Bullock, owner of Eden Clothing 
in Nottingham

Step out in style: Joseph Ribkoff

 

of womenswear indies 
have bought into twin 
sets for spring 09

64%

We have no twin 
sets. They are a bit 
too preppy and a 
bit dull
Pauline Tyrer, manager of Fall Woman 
in Knutsford, Cheshire 

of womenswear indies 
are happy with their  
buy for spring 09

86%

00%
Better

00% 
Same

00% 
Worse

 

Fashion in figures

48%
Better

26% 
Same

26% 
Worse

Total week’s takings

Average spend

DATE:week ending 
May 30 2009

    0.5% Year-on-year change 

£17,231
Average:

What were the total sales in your  
store this week?

What was the average spend per 
customer in your store this week?

Date:week ending 
May 30 2009

Average:

£214.85

How does your week’s business compare with 
this time last year?

Quickfire questions 

What percentage of your tops sales 
are made up of blouses?

Average	 7%

Who do you view as your biggest 
competitors? 

Rival independents	 56%
Marks & Spencer	 15%
Debenhams	 4%
Others	 25%

What is the must-have brand among 
your customers at the moment?

1	 Basler
2	 Emreco
3	 Gerry Weber

In demand: Gerry Weber’s range

Ready to wear: staff dress in Basler

What brand do you and your staff 
wear most in store?

1	 Basler
2	 Olsen
3	 Apanage
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